
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Meet Our New Pastor 
 

Marilyn J. Kasperek “Pastor Marilyn” 
 

Married to Ken Kasperek for 46 years (friends for over 55 years).  Ken is a photo-
journalist, newspaper publisher, and musician, as well as an  excellent chef. He is a 
member of the Corfu-Pembroke Community Band and Akron Community Band, 
serving as lead Trumpet player in both and music librarian and trustee of Akron. He 
is a member of Akron First UMC, although regularly attends worship and is an active 
participant wherever I am serving. He is a bell player and directed bell choir at 
Akron. 

Three adult children 
Karlyn (Michael) Backus Assistant registrar at GCC; 
Alison (Justin) Allaman Science teacher, Millcreek School District Erie, PA; 
Sarah Roth BSRN at Millard Fillmore Suburban 
 

Seven grandchildren 
Shaun and Teagan Finucane 
Bryan, Riley, and Abigail Allaman 
Kirra and Hailey Roth 
 

Mom: Jane Downey Roesch (my dad, Roger, died in 2014) 
Stepfather: Clair Roesch 
 

Sisters: Janice (John) Walters, Karen Scheitheir (both reside in Akron) 
 

Primary residence: the home in which my great grandfather, grandfather, and father were born in Akron, 
NY. Plan to spend several nights a week at parsonage once it is available so we can be active in the 
community and closer to the church. 
 

As a lay person, I was a member of the choir and praise team; worked in the multi-media room; served on 
the Trustees with terms as Treasurer and Secretary, served on the outreach team, participated in a 
number of study, fellowship, and outreach activities. For three years I led the communications ministry of 
the congregation and assisted the pastor with various areas of ministry including Christian Education, 
worship, visitation, staffing of various teams. Since serving Abundant Harvest UMC, I actively work with 
church leaders on devotions and agenda development, Christian Education curriculum and opportunities, 
visitation training and scheduling, communications within and without the congregation, outreach efforts, 
community events, in addition to worship, and other pastoral responsibilities. I work every Lenten Fish Fry, 
as well as other dinners and community events, connecting with those from the community who attend as 
well as members of the congregation. I also participate in small groups such as our Prayer Quilt ministry. 
 

On the Conference level I served on the Communications team (later employed by WNY and then NCNY 
Conferences as Director of Communications), was the Communications representative on new ACT, and 
served in a communications role with the Niagara Frontier UMW for about a year. Over the years I have 
attended a number of Conference and District workshops, both as a participant and as a presenter. Ken 
and I regularly attend the Niagara Frontier Laity Banquet to take formal photos of the recipients. I have 
been active in the Medina Area Council of Churches and Pastors Aligned for Community Transformation, 
serving on the communication teams of both and participating in monthly worship and prayer 
opportunities, outreach activities, and community services such as Lenten Lunches, Good Friday cross 
walk, and Hopefest, a community outreach to address addiction. 
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I formerly served in the Akron Chamber of Commerce for a number of years, including two terms as 
President. I am a 54-year member of the Akron Community Band, served as Secretary, and then 
President for several terms, now serve as Trustee Emeritus and Public relations officer. I served on the 
Akron Celebration committee for several years, eight of which were as co-chairperson. Although not a 
member, I have volunteered for numerous community events sponsored by the Rotary Club, Lions Club, 
and Newstead Historical Society. I connect with similar organizations in the community where I serve. 
Co-Founder and co-publisher of the Akron Bugle, a community newspaper in Akron, NY 1981 to present. 
Since 2008, I have transitioned out of the day-to-day operations of the newspaper. I continue to help Ken 
with coverage of some board meetings and editing on a, instead of watching TV or taking in a movie, 
basis. 
 

My education includes Akron Central High School, Messiah College, University of Buffalo (BA in History 
with minor in education), United Theological Seminary (MDiv.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    

 
Retired Men’s  

Group    
Breakfast 

 
 

Every Wednesday morning at 
Gordie Harper’s at 8:15am 

 

 

 

Wednesday Morning Breakfast for Women 
 

The women of the church are invited on the 2
nd

 
and 4

th
 Wednesday of the month to breakfast at 

Gordie Harpers at 10:00AM. Everyone is 
responsible for their own breakfast. Come and 
join us for food and laughs!!!  All women are  
welcome.     
 

 
 

 

FARMER’S MARKET 
 

NEWFANE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

2699 MAIN STREET      NEWFANE, NY 14108 
 

OPEN EVERY WEDNESDAY 

4:30pm – 7:00pm 
 

Fruits, Vegetables, jams, honey, baked goods, 

bread, popcorn, jewelry, plants, food 

Service Organizations welcome 
 

For a space, contact the church: (716) 778-7011 
 

Mark Your Calendar 

 

September 9
th

 – 11:00am 
 

Krull Park 

at the 

Lion’s Club Pavilion 

UMW 
 

The UMW will be having a meeting in July but 
the date is to be decided in a few weeks. We 
will let everyone know. The Farmers Market 
schedule will be updated and we will be 
discussing a Rummage Sale, along with other 
projects that we might do. 
 
Thank you to all of the ladies for your hard 
work over the last few months. We are well on 
our way with the Kitchen Project and the 
beginning of the remodel will start on 
September 3rd. Also, thank you to our 
congregation for your contributions. help and 
buying our "goodies"!  

 



Lay Leader Ponderings – July 2019 
Report on UNY Annual Conference 

 

I attended Annual Conference this past June as an Equalization member (there are supposed to be 
additional laity members to Conference to equal the number of clergy. Based on the voting numbers there 
were a lot more laity than clergy there, so I am not sure how that all works). When I accepted the position 
of Lay Leader several years ago I did so with the provision that I would not be required to attend Annual 
Conference. I had heard about Annual Conference and wanted no part of it. But Pastor Kim asked me to 
consider going as an Equalization member and with much support and encouragement from several 
others, I did decide to go. 
 

It was an eye opening experience. 
 

I am glad that I went and I would be willing to go again in the future, despite the accuracy of the negative 
reports I had heard. It was worth the time and aggravation to witness the connectional aspects of 
Methodism – to witness and be part of a gathering of fellow believers from across upper New York State 
and realize that this is only a small part of the greater connection across the whole denomination. I think 
local churches can become insular, losing sight of our part in a greater whole. Most of the worship 
services were spirit filled opportunities to join with other brothers and sisters in Christ in praising and 
thanking our God. Several of these worship experiences featured a young woman who gave dramatic 
renditions of long Scriptural passages, apparently from memory, that gave new insights and appreciation 
for the Scripture texts. Two teaching sessions by Rev. Dr. Vance Ross on the subject of prayer were 
excellent presentations, challenging and uplifting. I felt very privileged to be present for the ordination 
ceremony for our new pastor, Marilyn Kasperek. I enjoyed spending time with Marilyn and her husband 
Ken, as well as Pastor Kim, Pastor Karen, and Brian, as well as meeting many new people. 
 

The main “business” of the Conference was the election of delegates to 2020 General Conference and 
Jurisdictional Conference, election of various Conference committee members, approval of Conference 
budget, and voting on petitions and resolutions. This is the part that I had heard about and wanted no part 
in. It is a time consuming and tedious process involving much debate, invoking of rules and points of 
order. Amendments to petitions or resolutions are presented, debated and eventually voted on, 
sometimes with amendments to amendments. At one point someone proposed suspending the rules on 
debates. First the request to suspend was debated and voted on. Then the proposed rule for suspension 
was debated and voted on and accepted. The next petition was presented and someone else called for a 
suspension of the suspension of the rule on debate. More debate. More voting. Two and a half hours 
later, the suspension of the rule on debates had been overturned and we were right back where we had 
started from. “Thank You, God, that You are Sovereign and that there will be no need for Parliamentary 
Procedure or Robert’s Rules of Order when Your perfect Kingdom is fully established!” 
 

Most of the Petitions and Resolutions were accepted. 2 were withdrawn, 2 others were ruled out of order 
by the Bishop, a decision that was appealed. The Bishop has 30 days to respond to those appeals. At 
11:45 am on Saturday with time running out (session ends at 12:00 pm Sat.), it was proposed that all 
remaining petitions and resolutions be accepted and sent to General Conference. This was accepted and 
session concluded on time. I found it very frustrating that we had wasted so much time earlier in the week 
and ended up being rushed into a blanket approval. Especially since I strongly objected to some of these 
resolutions that propose changes to the wording of the UMC mission statement.  
 

Based on attire and/or fashion accessories (rainbow) worn by the delegates elected to General 
Conference and Judicial Conference, most of the people elected are “progressives”. While I would have 
previously described myself as a “moderate” and still find myself conflicted on the issues surrounding 
homosexuality, I found myself feeling somewhat intimidated by the, at times, aggressive stance of the 
“progressives” and their political agenda vs prayerful discernment of God’s will, respectful attention to the 
Word of God as contained in the Holy Scriptures and the principles of “Holy Conferencing” that we were, 
in Christian love and unity, supposed to be upholding. I have returned from Annual Conference sadly 



resigned to the eventual division of the United Methodist Church in the near future. Please continue to be 
in prayer for everyone involved and especially for our delegates to the 2020 General Conference. More 
information on Conference events, petitions and resolutions can be obtained through the UNY Conference 
website: www.unyumc.org. Brian Scott or I are also available for further discussion. 
 

Lyn Ende, Lay Leader 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ten Little Christians 
 

Ten Little Christians came to church all the time;  
One fell out with the preacher, then there were nine. 
 

Nine Little Christians stayed up late; 
One overslept on Sunday, then there were eight. 
 

Eight Little Christians on their way to Heaven; 
One took the low road, then there were seven. 
 

Seven Little Christians, chirping like chicks; 
One didn’t like the singing, then there were six. 
 

Six Little Christians seemed very much alive; 
One took a vacation, then there were five. 
 

Five Little Christians pulling for Heaven’s shore; 
One stopped to take a rest, then there were four. 
 

Four Little Christians each as busy as a bee; 
One had his feelings hurt, then there were three. 
 

Three Little Christians couldn’t decide what to do; 
One couldn’t have his own way, then there were two. 
 

Two Little Christians each won one more; 
Now don’t you see, two plus two equals four. 
 

Four Little Christians worked early and late; 
Each brought one, now there were eight. 
 

Eight Little Christians if they double as before; 
In just seven Sundays, we have one thousand twenty-four. 
 

In this jingle there is a lesson true; 
You belong either to the building or to the wrecking crew. 
 

-  Author Unknown - 

Vacation Bible School Returns! 
 

Welcome to Beach Party: Surfin’ Through the Scriptures! 
Children get ready to feel the surf and catch the wave of 
God’s love. The surfers will discover the importance of being 
all they can be for Jesus and developing five Be-Attitudes to 
practice for a lifetime: be obedient, be kind, be forgiving, be 
bold in their faith, and believe in Jesus. Our summer school 
program is Wednesday nights, July 10, 17, 24 and 31. 
Classes will be 6pm to 8pm. Our youngest students must be 
potty trained three year olds and the older children can help 
us with the young students. All children are welcome. Go to 
the Farmer’s Market, then take them to Vacation Bible 
School!!  There are registration forms on the table in the 
Memorial Room.   
 

 

Summer Calendar 
 

JULY 2019 
 

July 3:  Farmer’s Market -4:30-7:00 pm 
July 7:  Worship/Communion – 10:00 am 

July 10: Farmer’s Market -4:30-7:00 pm 
   VBS – 6:00-8:00 pm 
July 14:  Worship-10:00 am 
July 17:  Farmer’s Market -4:30-7:00 pm 
              VBS – 6:00-8:00 pm 
July 21:  Worship-10:00 am 
July 24: Farmer’s Market – 4:30-7:00 pm  

  VBS – 6:00-8:00 pm 
July 28:  Worship-10:00 am 
 

AUGUST 2019 
 

August 4:  Worship/Communion-10:00 am 
August 7:  Farmer’s Market – 4:30-7:00 pm 
August 11:  Worship-10:00 am 
August 14:  Farmer’s Market – 4:30-7:00 pm 
August 18:  Worship-10:00 am 
August 21: Farmer’s Market – 4:30-7:00 pm 
August 25: Worship-10:00 am 
August 28:  Farmer’s Market – 4:30-7:00 pm 

http://www.unyumc.org/


WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR JULY 
   

 

USHERS:  (Note: Ushers should be at the church by 9:30 a.m.)   LITURGISTS: 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

July   7:   Merle Scott, Paul Conrad, Paul Beakman, Diane Magoon, Jim Burnett July  7:  Lyn Ende     
July 14:   Ken Hannah, Keith Robinson, Sharon Tomaino, Ken Say         July 14:  ________  
July 21:  Kevin Luckman, Chuck Hoy, Kevin Luckman, Jr., Michael Schultz          July 21:  ________ 
July 28:  Dan Cushman, Dennis Schultz, Kevin Gow, Ron Steel             July 28:  ________ 
 

                            *Carol Dillabough,  
        Chairperson Liturgists 
             

GREETERS:   (Note: Greeters should be at the church by 9:30 a.m.)   ALTAR FLOWERS:
             

July   7:  _________________               July  7:  Sarah Davey   
July 14:  Suzie Stoltzenberg               July  14: S. Stoltzenberg     
July 21:  Pat Fitch               July 21:  Pat Fitch   
July 28:  Debby Yarger             July 28:  Sue & Merle  
 

*Barb Smith, Chairperson Greeters       
       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR AUGUST 
   

 

USHERS:  (Note: Ushers should be at the church by 9:30 a.m.)   LITURGISTS: 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Aug   4:   Merle Scott, Paul Conrad, Paul Beakman, Diane Magoon, Jim Burnett Aug  4:  ________     
Aug 11:   Ken Hannah, Keith Robinson, Sharon Tomaino, Ken Say         Aug 11: Dave Ende  
Aug 19:  Kevin Luckman, Chuck Hoy, Kevin Luckman, Jr., Michael Schultz          Aug 18: ________   
Aug 25:  Dan Cushman, Dennis Schultz, Kevin Gow, Ron Steel             Aug 25: ________ 
 

                            *Carol Dillabough,  
        Chairperson Liturgists 
             

GREETERS:   (Note: Greeters should be at the church by 9:30 a.m.)   ALTAR FLOWERS:
             

Aug  4:  ______________         Aug  4: Juanita Boyer 
Aug 11:  _____________          Aug 11: Ende’s   
Aug 18:  _____________          Aug 18: Sue Scott  
Aug 25:  _____________          Aug 25: ______________   
 

*Barb Smith, Chairperson Greeters       

   

 



JULY BIRTHDAY’S 
1.  Della Jean Schweigert   16.  John Allen 

    2.  Ron Rider            Ryan Keys 
             Julie Hugaboom    17.  Rebecca Huppi 
    4.  Kyle Phillips    18.  Richard Miles 
    5.  Dawson Nerber    19.  Debbie Wirth        
         Samantha Bell    20.  Jeffrey Hamm 

     Paul Conrad            Ashley Hannah 
6.  Nichole Schultz    22.  Jennifer Mills                      

    7.  Michele Rider    24.  Belinda Rider 
             Melanie Hirschman          Nicholas Nankey 
        8.  Gerry Sweeney        25.  Sarah Long                      
    9.  Mary Jane Gominiak   26.  John Vincent   
         Katherine Monheim   28.  Pastor Karen Smith 
                   10.  Matt Tomaino               Kimberly Schmitt 
                                         12.  Russell Vincent Jr.          29.  Dan Mandaville               
             14.  Jean Coleman               Jeremy Vail 
                                                Ethin Wedekind           31.  Linda Stevens 
                                            15.  Debbie Yaple                                 Greg Larson  
                                                Robert Stedman                                          Ken Kelkenberg                    
                                                    
                                             
                            

 
 
 

AUGUST BIRTHDAY’S 
 

1.  Jeremy Tomaino     14.  Sue Scott 
                    Rev. Jean White    15.  Jake Yaple 
               Jodie Vincent     16.  Jim Scott 
    4.  Travis Vincent    17.  Nancy Beakman        
    6.  Bob Gominiak                     Daniel Schultz        
    7.  Jane Brown             18.  Colleen Schultz 
              8.  Olivia Scott                      Pat Darrow 
         9.  Jessica Smith            Sandy Smalley    
         Phyllis Graham        19.  Michael Mills        
            10.  Ruth Naylor    21.  Candy Burnett 
            11.  Mark Yaple               Alan Finn 
                     12.  Dennis Schultz             24.  Jennifer Say                
                        Lance Babcock                  Adam Huntington 
                     13.  Cindy Liddell                     Eric Miller 
                            Tom Wright     25.  Beverly Blewett                      
                        Sherry Larson     29.  Nancy Kelkenberg 

30. Nickolas Bell                  
 31.  Diane Magoon 

                                                                   Michelle Wedekind        
                                    

 



                    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TO: 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
United Methodist Church of Newfane 

 

P.O. Box 69, 2699 Main Street, Newfane, NY 14108 

(716) 778-7011 
 

Rev. Marilyn J. Kasperek, Pastor 
e-mail:  newfanemethodist@verizon.net 

 

                              Worship Hours:                    Sunday School: 
                              September – May –  11:00 a.m.                 September – May – 9:45 a.m. 
                              June, July, August – 10:00 a.m.   

JULY/AUGUST 2019 

United Methodist Church of Newfane              
2699 Main Street                                                 
P. O. Box 69                                                           
Newfane, NY 14108  
 

 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED                                 
 

Church Mission Statement: 

“Pray First, Walk Together 
and Transform Lives for Christ” 

 

mailto:newfanemethodist@verizon.net

