
 

                     365 Days to remember  

 

So many emotions and thoughts surface as I reflect on the last 365 days.   
First might be amazement that we are now a year past meeting one another  
for the first time.  The year has flown by.  We have grieved together, rejoiced  
together, shared meals, conversations, meetings, ideas, hopes and fears.   
We have made difficult decisions, accepted leadership roles we were not  
looking to take on, worked together to make a difference in this faith  
community and in the Greater Newfane area.   
 
You have come to know I am big on surveys to help learn what you are  
experiencing, hoping for.  You know I like it cold and struggle with the heat.  
Hopefully you have learned that I love the Lord above all else and love each  
of you.         
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Some of you may have learned that I don’t mind challenges, I always seek excellence , and I believe we have all 
the resources – spiritual, ability, and finances – to answer God’s call on this faith community to engage our 
neighbors. 
 
You worked hard to update the parsonage for Ken and I to use and while the open house in February was not 
immediately followed with other gatherings, we hope to find more opportunities in the near future. 
 
As the building has been closed, each of you have found ways to stay 
connected, to look out for one another, for reaching out the 
community, and to come together to worship and study.  You have 
met the challenge with grace, patience, vision, and love. 
 
Thank you for embracing Ken’s and my ministry with you, for trying 
new things, for hospitality and a heart to share your stories and 
resources with those who need a word of encouragement, promise of 
God’s faithfulness, some help in a difficult time. 
 
God is calling us to more challenges in the 365 days ahead.  I believe 
we are prepared to meet them and to continue to grow together as a 
faith community.  I am excited about the future and look forward to 
increased opportunities to safely come together. 
 

Coming up in July 
.  Pastor Marilyn 
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Staff-Parish Relations Committee 

I would like to send out a big “Thank you!” to everyone on the re-launch team who have worked so 

hard to safely open up our church, in the middle of a pandemic. It has been no easy task to comply 

with all the guidelines from the CDC, New York State and the UMC Conference. The worship services 

(on line on Facebook and in the sanctuary) will certainly be different now, as will the farmer’s market 

and all of our church projects and missions.  Change is always difficult and it’s certainly hard to let go 

of some long standing traditions. President JFK said, “If you’re worried about losing the past, you’re 

going to miss the future!” so all together, into the future we go!   

Please don’t hesitate to call or text Pastor Marilyn if you need her or to check in on her. In the midst of 

everything else, she’s been caring for her mother for the past three months. I’m sure that she would 

love to hear from you. 

Judy Hugaboom 

 

 

 

Missions Committee Report, June 16, 2020 
 
Even though we aren’t seeing one another, we are keeping in contact, and working to reach our 
fellow congregants, and neighbors. 
 In May, we hosted a free, drive thru Goulash Dinner, which was a great success. Thanks to Sandy 
Smalley for leading that outreach; and, I wouldn’t be surprised if we do something similar again. 
This month, we have a few activities ongoing: 
*need a mask? contact Amy, We will continue to provide masks, for as long as they are needed. The 
clothe masks are washable and reusable! 
*received a lovely thank-you from the Newfane Community Food Pantry for the VERY generous 
donation. THANK YOU Church family and community for reaching out to our neighbors in need. 
*calls; please let Pastor know if any Church Family member needs her to reach out to them, AND; 
remember, call her when we need her 
Upcoming: 
*with a blessing from the Trustees, the Mission Cte is planning on “freshening up” the cross and flame 
in front of Church 
*due to our “new normal” in person worship will look different. For those of us who cannot, or will not 
return to congregate worship, Tom Say is generously offering to make DVD’s of the service, which 
leads to…. 
*calls and visits: we will be revisiting our phone calls and visits in support of one another.  
*heard thru the grape vine, there may be a Sub Sale coming up! Will let you know when the details 
are ironed out 
* Cub Scouts: keep an eye out for opportunity to support a new scout; this isn’t official yet, but, talk 
and plans are in the works 
Thank you everyone for your continued support of our Church and Community 
With Prayers for Peace 
 
Diane Schweigert 
 



FINANCE 

We started 2020 with a positive balance of $4,120.28 in our Current Expense account and as of May 
31, 2020 we have a positive balance of $3,759.11, however, we have not paid our shared ministries 
for February, March, April and May totaling $8,756.00.  Our year to date income as of May 31, 2020 
was $56,355.88 and our year to date expenses equaled $56,717.05.  Our expenses have been 
$361.17 higher than our income. If the previous payments were made our year to date expenses 
would have been $9,117.17 more than our income. 
 
Thank you to all who attended our Drive-Thru Chiavettas Chicken BBQ on Father’s Day!  We are also 
looking forward to opening our Farmer’s Market on Wednesday, July 1st.  Thank you for your support 
and continued support of our church! 
 
Just a reminder you can always mail your pledge to P.O. Box 69, Newfane, NY or you could visit our 
website (www.newfanemethodist.org) and click on the “donate” tab to make a donation electronically.  
You could download the GivePlusMobile app on your smartphone and give that way or you can scan 
the QR code below with your smartphones camera and it will redirect you to our secure online giving 
page.  If you have any questions please contact the church office for assistance.  Thank you to all of 
those continuing your tithes and offerings during this time.    

 
 

If you have any questions, concerns or ideas please feel free to share them. 
 

Next Finance meeting will be held on Thursday, July 16th at 7:00 PM. 
 

Kevin Luckman, Chairperson 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FARMER’S MARKET 
 

NEWFANE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

2699 MAIN STREET      NEWFANE, NY 14108 
 

 

 

OPEN EVERY WEDNESDAY 
 

4:30pm – 7:00pm 
 

Variety of fruits and vegetables, crafts, jewelry, Avon, popcorn, honey, Norwex products  
and more 

 

Service Organizations welcome 
 

The church will have a food booth offering a different meal each week to take home 
 

Call the church office at 778-7011 for questions 

Follow us on Facebook:  Newfane Methodist Farmer’s Market 

http://www.newfanemethodist.org/


 

Lay Leader Ponderings July 2020 

 

 As I write this, we are preparing to return to in-person worship in the sanctuary.  On-line 

worship has been an OK experience, but with a sense that something is lacking.  For me, it has been 

the awareness of the gathered community.  Gathering in-person affords a somatic awareness of the 

people around one – sight, sound, touch.  On-line gatherings have required mental gymnastics, an 

intentional attention, to remind me that the Community has gathered, that my sisters and brothers are 

present in time, if not in space. 

 NY Pause has provided all of us the opportunity to assess what is truly essential, for us as 

individuals, and for us as a faith community.  What is it that you have really missed?  Is it the 

fellowship?  Or the communal signing?  Communal prayers?  How do we worship? 

 The Hebrew word in the Old Testament most often translated as “worship” means to kneel or 

bow to the ground: a physical act.  One that we, as members of a democratic republic, tend to resist.  

We do not like feeling or acting submissive. 

 We live in a culture that is obsessed with the idol of entertainment.  A culture that has seeped 

into our worship.  Congregations are viewed as audiences.  Sanctuaries become auditoriums.  

Worship leaders become performers and what they do, especially musical offerings, are viewed as 

performances.  The “audience” becomes passive consumers and the quality of worship is assessed 

by the feelings/responses of this audience:  “I enjoyed it,” or “I didn’t get anything out of it.” 

 Worship is for God. 

 God is the “audience,” observing the activity of the gathered community. The question we 

should be asking after worship is “Was God pleased with it?” not “What did I get out of it?” 

 God is the center of worship.  We gather as a community to worship God.  Not to be 

entertained.  Not to visit with our friends.  Not to conduct business, not even church business.  We 

gather to honor and revere God, to offer our praise and thanksgiving.  To lament and repent of our 

sins, to ask for and receive forgiveness.  To acknowledge God as Lord of creation, Lord of our lives: 

to bow in humble adoration and submission to Him. 

        Lyn Ende, CLM, Lay Leader NUMC 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 
JULY BIRTHDAY’S 

1.  Della Jean Schweigert   16.  John Allen 
    2.  Ron Rider            Ryan Keys 
             Julie Hugaboom    17.  Rebecca Huppi 
    4.  Kyle Phillips    18.  Richard Miles 
    5.  Dawson Nerber    19.  Debbie Wirth        
         Samantha Bell    20.  Jeffrey Hamm 

     Paul Conrad            Ashley Hannah 
6.  Nichole Schultz    22.  Jennifer Mills                      

    7.  Michele Rider    24.  Nicholas Nankey 
             Melanie Hirschman   25.  Sarah Long                             
        8.  Gerry Sweeney        26.  John Vincent 
    9.  Mary Jane Gominiak   28.  Pastor Karen Smith   
         Katherine Monheim          Kimberly Schmitt 
                   10.  Matt Tomaino        29.  Dan Mandaville                      
                                         12.  Russell Vincent Jr.                 Jeremy Vail 
             14.  Jean Coleman        31.  Linda Stevens        
                                                Ethin Wedekind                  Greg Larson 
                                            15.  Debbie Yaple                                 Ken Kelkenberg 
                                                Robert Stedman                                                              
                                                    
                                             
                            

 
 
 

AUGUST BIRTHDAY’S 
 

1.  Jeremy Tomaino     14.  Sue Scott 
                    Rev. Jean White    15.  Jake Yaple 
               Jodie Vincent     16.  Jim Scott 
    4.  Travis Vincent    17.  Nancy Beakman        
    6.  Bob Gominiak                     Daniel Schultz        
    7.  Jane Brown             18.  Colleen Schultz 
              8.  Olivia Scott                      Pat Darrow 
         9.  Jessica Smith            Sandy Smalley    
         Phyllis Graham        19.  Michael Mills        
            10.  Ruth Naylor    21.  Candy Burnett 
            11.  Mark Yaple               Alan Finn 
                     12.  Dennis Schultz             24.  Jennifer Say                
                        Lance Babcock                  Adam Huntington 
                     13.  Cindy Liddell                     Eric Miller 
                            Tom Wright     25.  Beverly Blewett                      
                        Sherry Larson     30.  Nickolas Bell 

31.  Diane Magoon 
                                                                   Michelle Wedekind        

                      
                                    

 

 



 
KID’S PAGE 
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United Methodist Church of Newfane 
 

P.O. Box 69, 2699 Main Street, Newfane, NY 14108 
(716) 778-7011 

 

Rev. Marilyn J. Kasperek, Pastor 
e-mail:  newfanemethodist@verizon.net 

 

                          Worship Hours:                    Sunday School: 
                          September – May –   11:00 a.m.        September – June – 9:45 a.m. 
                          June, July, August –  10:00 a.m.    By Reservation.  See link on our Facebook page 
                                                                                                       Livestreamed on Facebook. 

JULY 2020 

AUGUST 2020 

United Methodist Church of Newfane              
2699 Main Street                                                 

P. O. Box 69                                                           

Newfane, NY 14108  

 

 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED                                 
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