
 

As we have come to the end of the liturgical year, 
we claim the present reality. We claim the reign of 
Christ; we claim the indwelling Spirit; we claim the 
presence of our Lord. The “there” we were looking 
for is here, now. So, “There is Now” is our theme for 
these last weeks of the season. 

Our guide for this experience is the amazing twenty-
fifth chapter of the Gospel of Matthew. In this 
chapter is a unique presentation of the coming kin-
dom of God and what it means to be a part of it. In 
the run up to Reign of Christ Sunday or what many 
call Christ the King Sunday, we examine what living 
under the reign of Christ means, not just for the 

someday of fulfillment but for today, as we are now 
and not yet a part of that kin-dom. The “there” of the 
kin-dom becomes the “now” of our living out the 
call each and every day. 

This worship experience is both an inspiration to live 
each day aware of that presence and to acknowledge 
that all of us are closer to the one we follow than we 
realize. 
 
Sunday, November 8 – The Shout at Midnight 
Sunday, November 15 – Enter into Joy 
Sunday, November 22 – In Christ’s Glory 
 

 

 

Company’s Coming 

Advent and Christmas will look a bit different this 

year, but the purpose, excitement, and joy remain 

constant.   

As adults, we know that there is work to be done 

before the season can really get underway. We are 

emphasizing community in this Advent worship 

series – Company Is Coming! We are emphasizing 

hospitality and inclusion. Our questions are: “How 

will you welcome the Christ who comes? But also, 

how will you welcome your neighbors and family 

you don’t know yet into your midst?” It is not too 

early to begin thinking about these things.                                    Advent begins Sunday, November 29. 

 



                

 

Reception of New Members 
 

We will receive new members on Sunday, November 22 during both services.  If you are interested in 

joining, please let Pastor Marilyn know – text 716-984-4673 or email pastormjkasperek@gmail.com.   

 

                
 

From Your Home to Ours 
 

As we worship in various in-person and online settings 

this Advent, we would like to light the Advent Wreath 

in a different way this year.  We need four to eight 

individuals or families to volunteer to light an Advent 

wreath at home, creating a video which they send in for 

us to use during worship. 

 

Advent readings, and wreath (if needed) will be 

provided.  This will give us an opportunity to see and 

hear from some individuals with whom we haven’t 

worshiped in a while, and to extend hospitality to one 

another.  It will be wonderful if each wreath and setting 

is as unique as are our homes. Please email or call the 

                                                                                           church office if you are interested in participating. 
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A Seat for You 
 

All those who worshiped with us last Fall 

already have a seat saved for them in either our 

9:45 a.m. or 11:15 a.m. in-sanctuary worship.  

There are still seats available in both if you are 

interested in coming.  It is helpful if you let the 

church office know, so we can save you a seat, 

but it is not required. 

 

Online worship continues, and we continue to 

make improvements in our sound and visual 

components.  Tom Say also posts an edited 

version on the church website for you to view 

whenever you would like. 

 

Many look for worship opportunities during this 

time of the year, it is a wonderful opportunity to 

invite someone you know to join us online or in 

person.  You may be surprised as to who God 

has ready to accept your invitation. 
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Pastor’s Ponderings 
 

I suspect there are many of you participating in “What are 

we doing for Thanksgiving and Christmas this year?” 

conversations.  Not the “Who is bringing what to dinner 

and where are we gathering?” questions.  The 

fundamental, is it a good idea to welcome the extended 

family into our homes and communities this year? 

 

As states report increasing confirmed cases of COVID-19 

and other states issue “please quarantine for 14 days if you 

stay in any of these states for more than 24 hours” it is 

difficult to plan with certainty. 

 

Some families and individuals have had an opportunity to 

form bubbles and can easily determine with whom they 

will gather, others, may struggle with the isolation they 

feel and their concern over inviting people in or accepting 

invitations to “Come, Join Us.” 

 

As we prepare to Give Thanks and to prepare to receive Baby Jesus again this year, we may need to think beyond 

the traditional invitation to join gatherings, to consider hospitality from a different perspective.  We may need to 

untangle a few strings of “this is what it should be,” and look for the welcoming lights of new configurations.  In 

November and December, I will share some ideas on how to be connected this Advent season.  Some very 

traditional and some that may seem out of a Science-Fiction movie.  I hope as we finish our Christian Year and 

our Calendar Year we will feel welcome and will find ways to make others welcome as well. 

 
Please watch for your invitation to be part of the journey. 
 

 Pastor Marilyn 

 

 
 

Charge Conference 

 

Our annual Charge Conference (Church Council only) is 

set for Monday, November 16 at 6 p.m.  We will vote on 

compensation packages, Trustees, and other matters  

necessary to complete our reports to the Annual 

Conference. 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a change in the original date to allow more time 

for Nominations to get together.  Action items and 

reports will be made available to the congregation. 

 

 



Lay Leader Ponderings November 2020 

Lay Member to Annual Conference Report 2020 

 The Upper New York Annual Conference meeting for 2020 was held virtually on October 3 as a 

secured livestream due to COVID-19.  The Service of Commissioning and Ordination took place on 

Friday, October 2 with limited attendance by invitation only.  This event was also livestreamed. 

 Due to limitations inherent to a virtual event, only essential business matters were presented for 

consideration and vote.  Provision for limited debate was provided via phone call-in, but no 

amendments were made.  The following reports were presented:  Leadership, Board of Pensions and 

Health Benefits, Equitable Compensation, nominations, Board of Trustees, and Conference Council of 

Finance and Administration.  All reports were accepted and all recommendations were supported. 

 Various presenters from different committees and boards provided video clips and recordings as 

part of their reports, which provided valuable insight into their activities and a welcome break from the 

business portion of the conference.  Voting via secure telecommunication was quick and efficient, 

providing prompt results for each vote. 

 It was definitely different this year, but it got the essential business completed.  Further 

information is available through www.unyumc.org under “Annual Conference.” 

 Currently, the UNY Annual Conference for 2021 is scheduled for June 3-5 in Syracuse, NY. 

   Submitted by Lyn Ende, Lay Leader, NUMC Lay Member to Annual Conference 

MISSIONS COMMITTEE 11/2020 
 

Happy and beautiful autumn everyone! We hope you are enjoying this colorful time of year. We 
continue to work on outreach for our Church family and community. Unfortunately, we felt it best to 
cancel this years “Trunk or Treat”, as the CDC guidelines consider such events “high risk”.  
 
We are scheduled though, for the following community outreach: 
 
*10/31/2020: hosting luncheon for the Habitat for Humanity volunteers building a safe and descent 
home in our community. 
*11/7/2020: drive through Food Drive to benefit The Newfane Food Pantry. In conjunction, as a special 
“thank you” to the community, we will provide a quart of homemade chili to the first 30 (or so) cares 
that drive through.  
*12/2020: Christmas Family; as in years past, we are “adopting” a family who otherwise, would not 
have the resources to celebrate Jesus birth. Again we are partnering with the Newfane School district 
to anonymously provide us with a family. We will have gift tags available at Church, or, if you are 
worshipping online, please contact a committee member and they will provide you with gift options.  
Members of the Missions Cte: Brian Scott, Diane Schweigert, Sandy Smalley, Karen Hannah, Tom 
Say, Joanne Huntington, Lynette Soulvie, Judy Hugaboom, Marie Poole, Diane Steel 
 
Please continue to reach out to your friends, families, and neighbors. A quick phone call, or note lets 
others know they are not alone, and not forgotten.  
 

 

http://www.unyumc.org/


KID’S PAGE 

1 Thessalonians 5:18 
In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 

 

 

 
 
© Can Stock Photo / balabolka 



FINANCE 

As the Finance committee prepares for Consecration Sunday, it will look a lot different.  We will not be able to 
have a Celebration Consecration Sunday luncheon.  On October 28th we will be mailing out a letter and pledge 
card.  We are hoping you read the letter and pray about your giving for 2021, whether it be financial, prayers 
and/or presence. We are asking that all pledge card be returned by November 15th.  On that Sunday all pledge 
cards will be taken to the altar and blessed.  Each week leading up to Consecration Sunday a minuteman 
paragraph will be emailed out written by different people that explain why they support our church.   
 
We will be holding a Drive-Thru Chicken & Biscuit Dinner on Election Day, Tuesday, November 3rd from 4:30 
until Sold Out.  For $10 you will receive Chicken & Gravy over biscuit, mashed potatoes, apple salad, squash, 
cranberry sauce and homemade pie.  Cash and Credit Cards are accepted. We hope you will join us! 
 
We started 2020 with a positive balance of $4,120.28 in our Current Expense account and as of September 30, 
2020 we have a positive balance of $7,960.79, however, we have not paid our shared ministries for February, 
March, April, May, June and July totaling $13,134.00.  Our year to date income as of September 30, 2020 was 
$109,519.61 and our year to date expenses equaled $105,679.10.  Our income has been $3,840.51 higher than 
our expenses. If the previous payments were made our year to date expenses would have been $9,293.49 more 
than our income.  We were able to pay our January, August, September and October apportionments in full! 
 
Thank you to all who attended our Drive-Thru Pulled Pork Dinner that was held on October 7th.  It was a sell-out! 
 
If you shop on Amazon we ask that you use Amazon Smile (www.amazonsmile.com) and set the Newfane 
United Methodist Church as the charitable organization that you would like to support, 0.5% of your purchase 
will be donated to the church automatically.  The prices and products are the exact same as you would find on 
the regular Amazon website.  If you already have an Amazon account you can still use that to log in on Amazon 
Smile and still enjoy your Prime Benefits.    
 
Just a reminder you can always mail your pledge to P.O. Box 69, Newfane, NY or you could visit our website 
(www.newfanemethodist.org) and click on the “donate” tab to make a donation electronically.  You could 
download the GivePlusMobile app on your smartphone and give that way or you can scan the QR code below 
with your smartphones camera and it will redirect you to our secure online giving page.  If you have any 
questions please contact the church office for assistance.  Thank you to all of those continuing your tithes and 
offerings during this time.    
 

 
 
If you have any questions, concerns or ideas please feel free to share them. 
 
Next Finance meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 28th at 7:00 PM. 
 
Kevin Luckman, Chairperson 

http://www.amazonsmile.com/
http://www.newfanemethodist.org/


ELECTION DAY 

CHICKEN & BISCUIT DINNER 

DRIVE THRU ONLY 
AT THE 

NEWFANE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

2699 MAIN STREET 

Enter the parking lot off Main Street 

ON 

NOVEMBER 3, 2020 
$10.00 per dinner     

SERVING BEGINS AT 4:30 P.M. 

Menu:  Chicken & Gravy over Biscuit, Mashed Potatoes, Squash, Apple Salad, 

Cranberry Sauce, Pie  

 



NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY’S 
 

1.  Don Davey   20.  Jacqueline Tomaino 
3.  Alex Rosenbaum  21.  Michelle Mollica        
4.  Jim Schmitt               Rita Kramer 
5.  Bev Mandaville             22.  Colleen Dixon        
7.  Barb Smith                  Brayden Davey 

 9.  Clara Say            23.  Beverly Collins        
         11.  Craig Burnett    24.  Brittany Nankey 
         12.  Joe Neidlinger   25.  Carol Dillabough 
         13.  Jackson Hobbs                                Robert Vaughn 
         14.  Bill Neidlinger   26.  Velma Bernecker        

     John Schmitt                    Dick Geise 
         16.  Jean Perry   27.  Paul Beakman         
         17.  Lucas Miller          28.  Skylar Renz        
         19.  Charlie Helferty   29.  Ken Nerber 

     Jessica (Vail) Kostrewa   
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TURKEYS 

Looking ahead to our annual Turkey dinner in March we will be collecting turkeys in November when 

they go on sale.  So, if you would like to donate a turkey please let Amy know.  We need 16 turkey’s.  I 

will write your name on a list and we will have freezer space here for the turkey’s.  You can email me or 

call the church office and let me know if you have a turkey for me.   

 

 

Christmas Gift for the Pastor 

As in years past, the SPRC will be collecting money to give to Pastor Marilyn as a Christmas 

gift. We are starting early because we are not seeing each other regularly, due to Covid. The 

SPRC members are Jill Keys, Sherry Larson, Neil Luckman, Kathy Perry, Pam Poole, Ron Steel 

and I.  You can also leave it with Amy in the church office Monday, Wednesday, or Friday 8:30-

10:30am. Thank you,  Judy Hugaboom 
 



 

◄ October 
November  2020 

December ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
9:45 – Worship 

Contemporary 
Service includes 
Sunday School 

11:15 – Worship 
Traditional Service 
 

ALL SAINTS 
SUNDAY 
 

Daylight 
Saving Time 
Ends 

2  
Exercise-6-7 pm 

3  
 

Election Day 
Chicken & 
Biscuit Dinner.  
Drive Thru 
Only.  4:30pm-
? 
 

4  
Exercise-6-7 pm 

5  
Painting class    

     -5 pm 

6  
 

7  
AA-3:00 pm 

8  
9:45 – Worship 

Contemporary 
Service includes 
Sunday School 

11:15 – Worship 
Traditional Service 

9  
Exercise-6-7 pm 

10  
 

11  
Exercise-6-7 pm 
 
Missions 
meeting – 7:00 
pm 
 
Veterans Day 
 

12  
Painting class    

     -5 pm 

13  
 

14  
AA-3:00 pm 

15  
9:45 – Worship 

Contemporary 
Service includes 
Sunday School 

11:15 – Worship 
Traditional Service 

16  
Exercise-6-7 pm 

17  
 

18  
Exercise-6-7 pm 

19  
Painting class    

     -5 pm 

20  
 

21  
AA-3:00 pm 

22  
9:45 – Worship 

Contemporary 
Service includes 
Sunday School 

11:15 – Worship 
Traditional Service 

23  
Exercise-6-7 pm 

24  
 

25  
Exercise-6-7 pm 

26 
Thanksgiving 
Day 
 

27  
 

28  
AA-3:00 pm 

29  
9:45 – Worship 

Contemporary 
Service includes 
Sunday School 

11:15 – Worship 
Traditional Service 

30  
Exercise-6-7 pm 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/October-2020
https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/December-2020


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TO: 
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United Methodist Church of Newfane 

P.O. Box 69, 2699 Main Street, Newfane, NY 14108 

(716) 778-7011 
 

Rev. Marilyn J. Kasperek, Pastor 

e-mail:  newfanemethodist@verizon.net 

 

Worship Hours/Sunday School 

November 

9:45 a.m. in-sanctuary service with Sunday School classes leaving after opening 

11:15 a.m. in-sanctuary/online service 
 

November 2020 

United Methodist Church of Newfane              
2699 Main Street                                                 

P. O. Box 69                                                           

Newfane, NY 14108  
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED                                 

Church Mission Statement: 

“Pray First, Walk Together 

and Transform Lives for Christ” 

 

mailto:newfanemethodist@verizon.net

